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GENERAL MIRANDA.

N giving the following communication to
I the world, we do it with that caution
which the subject of it is calculated to inspire.
That subjel is without doubt uncommonly in-
weresting. 1 he sailing of the Leander and
her consorts from New-York, the manner in
which they were equipped, and the suspicions
which were attached to them while they were
in port, wete evidently calculated to raise
every thing about them, more especiaily the
point of destination and .the end of so singu-
lar an equipment, into objecls of uncommon
curivsity. Party spirit too stepped in to uid
the natural impulse of the occasion. The fe-
deralists did not fail to seize upon the myste-
rious cover - in which the plan was efiveloped,

through all Europe, he may be supposed equal
to any man, now living, as to intelligence and
capacity, for the most important affairs.

His objeét has been nothing short, and no-
thing else, than to deliver his country from a
most intolerable and humiliating bondage.
When England fitted out a large fleet to sup-
port their claims at Neutka Sound, Miranda
was engaged to do more than aid them in those
claims, but the expedition was abandoned;
the cause may be conj;Ctured, but time only
will develope the faéls.

Disappointed, till the revolution had cre-
ated war between France and Spain, he went
to Paris; became a general in their armies,
That fatal defeat of the left wing under Du-
mourier, which he commanded, causcd suspi-
cions, that having come over from England,
they might have been betrayed, but' all the
Americans in Paris, (among whom Tom Paine
and Joel Barlow,) gave it as their decided opi-
nion, that his principles were stri@ly pure, ho-
nourable, and truly republican ; he proved also,
that he protested against the mode of attack

Fremerat-Mitandg,accordimg-to%
tation, wus either dire@ly promoted or indi-
relly connived at.  The federalists therefore
inquired, to colleét the materials for an at-
tack ; the republicans, to defend the admini-
stration.  Under such circumstances, the ex-
pedition of gen. Miranda has become an objeét
of consideruble interest. Fables have been
formed ; conjectures have been offered ; almost
every one has been anxious to explain, but
pone has yet positively ascertained, the ob-
jets of this mysterious enterprize. The field
of conje€ture is yet open to the imagination,
and the race of monstrous absurdities is not
yet ended. We shall not therefore presume to
vouch for the veracity of a single faét contain.
ed in the following communication. The au-
thor indeed professes to be confident in the
truth of his theory. He is an acquaintance of
Miranda; conversant with his plans, and
convinced of their reality. ~ But this is an
affair between gen. Miranda and himself. TFar
be it from our wish to muke it a subjed of
tontention between w5 and the public. We
give it to them us it'is given to us. * We are:
lhc organs but not authors of the communica-
tion, Itis put to the press under the persua-
ston, that it it will not enlighten by its accu-
Ticy, it may amuse by the novelty of the fable;
and that whether it contains fictions or faéls,
It may serve to invite the attention of the
public to the future developement of the plot.

COMMUNICATION,

That Mifanda has embarked at New-York=

thit he has a@ually gone from thence, with
the fixed design to emancipate his country

from th: yoke of Spain, is a notorious fact.

) St!f\dmg alone, this might be deemed a pro-

e of a mere adventurer; but when we read

ih.E following short history of ‘this man, the

mind must expand with wonder, that it has
been delayed so long.

olong since as 1767, there were five dele-

gates from five provinces of South Ameri-

Q, at 1\'indr'ld', sent to complain of intole-
nble gricvances ; they were denied redress

1hrqugh haughtiness and pride, just as our

igents were, before our disputes had ended
lz:‘{. One of these delegates was intrusted
K€ certain propositions to Great. iritain.

m?;?s Chatham, (who had formed a whole ad-
b ‘l‘fl““‘)({\. under a most solemn promise

Oundc:ic "“%» that he should have his un-

B . 0 idence during life,) embraced

- Propositions, gave the agent 10001, year-

c,:::l‘: the flcstgp sho_ulc}be carried into effeét:

“&_‘,":cl’df'dl this pension no longer than the
e ﬂo‘:\’" that administration, and the agent
ihe'ressnh with the other four, sacrificed to

tment of Spain,

X ci‘:)l:?,s‘ Mir:ﬂd_a, who was borr.l‘ iq Caracas,
s | out 12 miles south of Liguira, made
nowgp}:"mc‘c in this country ; hc_.ls. well

pm“usy""ﬂny of our most eminent citizens;

4 strong mind, and since his travels
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cipation of his country. We know not, and
our communicator carefully avoids to touch
upon, the point of his destination; whether

. it be Mexico, New Grenada, Peru or Buenos

Ayres. Butin all those countries, difficulties
would surround him. The people are the de-
voted slaves of the clergy tn all the Spanish
colonies, and the clergy are bound by their
rich benefices to the present order of things.
Their political prejudices are scarcely less
obstinate than their ecclesiastical : they have
no press among them ; their oppressions may

. be great, but they have learned to be content-

ed. The very monopoly of commerce which
prevails among them, has the effe@ of shutting
out another of the great means of improve-
ment. Few strangers visit their country, and
the miserable Mcstce of Mexico and Peru has
no opportunity to profit by the discoveries of

‘more civilized countries.

But why may unot the Spanish colonies be-
come as independent as the Bruidish colonies
formerly did? We may reply that their con-
dition is different in two important circum-

ances. Not only was our people freer than
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‘with an army from France, for the direftory

had it in.view, but no opportunity offered till
peace was concluded. Intent on the same ob-
jeét, he once more offered his services to Eng-
land ; they were once more accepted, and he
was once more deceived. When just upon em-
barking, he found, contrary to every previous
and solemn compaél, that Mr. Pitt meant
conquest, and not the emancipation of his
country. He renounced all participation in
the expedition, rent his commission in picces,
reproached him with perfidy, duplicity and
lies, and embarked for America.

It is unnecessary to say more than that the
doors will be opened in these provinces, now
organized; they know our example, and will
follow it; no conditions remain with the go-
vernment of England; all nations will be in-
vited to their ports, none so much desired as
our own; offers of fraternity and friendship
will, if we are willing, unite this whole con-
unent, like the solar system, by one common
attraction ; every part holding its due propor-
tion-in its own orbit, .giving beauty and har-
mony to the whole. P

The above sketch is to satisfy public curic-
sity; it is enough for the moment ; as to the
means, the place of destination, or ports to
be first opened, it would be improper to say
any thing farther—the plan is well digested;
miracles do not come every day, and unless a
miracle does come, Miranda must succeed.

A FEW STRICTURES.— .

The preceding communication is without
doubt extremely complimentary to the design
and chara&er of gen. Miranda. But itis in-
cumbent upon us to remark, that there are
other representations of a very different na-
ture.

With respeét to the design itself, some have

ventured to suggest that the object of gen. Mi-
randa is not to liberate his country, but to
commit a predatory excursion upon the coasts
of South- America, to sack the wealthy city of
Buenos Ayres, or to seize upon the treasury of
Peru ; while others have dispatched him on a
commercial speculation, neither so honoura-
ble as the emancipation of his country, nor so
lucrative as the seizurc of its riches. .
* If the design of Miranda.be really what It
professes to be, some have-gone on to doubt
his qualifications for the accomplishment of
his proje@s. They have called him an arrant
adventurer ; they have pointed him out, in
the history of the wars of France, as a dis-
graced and cashicred general ; they have il-
lustrated the incapacity of his soul by the re-
peated miscarriage of his plaps. Few l!kc our
communicator have ventured to extol his ‘¢ in-
telligence and capacity for the most important
affairs.” . .

But let his plan be ever so noble, or his qua-
lifications ever o great, many have doubted
the probability of his su¢ceeding in the cman-

‘vernment 1 i
nish,) but the government which- was esta-

blished n our colonies, was much better cal-"

culated to give success to'a revolution. The
legislatures, which were previously establish-
ed in our colonies, survived the downfall of
the British sovercignty, and were admirably
fitted for colle€ling together the force of the
nation. But in the Spanish colonies, no such
organization exists for the concentration of
the public force. The whole business of legis-
lation is in the hands of viceroys or other
subordinate agents of the crown. Eleétors and
eleCted, constituents and representatives, are
names without a meaning in the Spanish vo-
cabulary.

These circumstances are strongly calculated
to produce a doubt respeling Miranda’s pro-
fessed enterprize, under the present state of
the Spanish colonies. On this subje&t, howe-
ver, we are bound to speak with all the humi-
lity of doubt. We know but little of the pre-
sentstate of the Spanish colonies, the strengtt
of the government, the charafer of its pre-

sgnt officers, or -its military resourcés; we "

know still less of Miranda’s means, dr the re-
sources of his adherents..
1f ¢ three provinces” are already * organized,”

if Miranda is assisted, if not by the treasury,

at least as it is said by the admiralty of Eng-
land ; if three millions of dollars have been
furnished by his American associates or Eng-
lish speculators; if success should crown his
first exeryjons and the treasury of the king of
Spain should fall into his hands ; if the mili-
tary force of the country be feeble, or its dis-
cipline imperfedl, it is certainly probable that
Miranda may become the Washington of his
country. What we mean to assert is, that even
if a * miracle does” mot ¢ come,” still Mi-
randa may not * succeed.”

s

From the New-York Gazette of the 3d inst.

We have it from authority not to be doubt-
ed, that on Saturday last, Samuel G. Ogden,
Esq; and colonel Smith, of the custom-house,
and others, were arrested by order of govern-
ment and taken before the distriét judge, to
answér such queries respefting the destination
of the ship Leander, as might be put to them
on oath, At first Mr. Ogden refused to answer

certain questions, but -on being threatened

with commitment, he proceeded ; and, as asto-
nishing and incredible as it may appear, Mr.
Ogden’s answers went directly t0* 1mplicate the
government of thy United States in the fidting out
of the Leander ; that general Miranda not only
had interviews with Mr. Madison on this sub-
jeét, but also with the president of the United
jtates. From this then it apgcnrs, that if
government have not san@ioned this mysteri-
ous expedition with thsed doors, yet they have
permitted it with closed eyes. Here is room for
a volume of comments, but we leave this to
abler pens. . -
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